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If I told you I was going to read the Christmas story to you from the Bible, you would 

probably guess that I would be flipping through to the Gospel of Luke.  Those familiar words 

which we heard the children share with us on Sunday, and which we just revisited a few 

moments ago.  But today I’d like to share the Christmas story with you as it’s recorded by the 

Apostle Paul. 

Now, Paul wasn’t present at the birth of Jesus.  Neither had he received an eyewitness 

account of the events that had taken place like Luke had.  And so his version of the Christmas 

story is much shorter and a lot thinner on the details and the minutia.  What Paul does for us is 

boil down the Christmas story to the facts that can otherwise get buried under stables and 

mangers and shepherds and wise men.  He shows us the Christmas story in its place in God’s 

master plan of salvation for the fallen human race.  Listen to that account now, from Galatians 4: 

When the fullness of time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under law, 

in order that He might redeem those under the law, so that we might receive adoption 

(Galatians 4:4-5).   

Rewind back to Genesis, to that scene in the Garden, where Adam and Eve destroyed that 

perfect relationship that they had with God.  They destroyed it when they broke God’s law and 

the moment they did that, they became slaves to the law.  The rest of their lives would be spent 

under the curse and condemnation of the law.  But then God intervened.  He promised to send a 

Savior into the world.  A Savior who would be the offspring of the woman.  And so the world 

waited for thousands of years, and those faithful to God put their hope in that promise Savior. 

Throughout that course of time, God kept revealing more and more about this Savior who 

was coming.  He would come from Abraham, from the line of King David.  He would be born in 

Bethlehem.  He would be called a Nazarene.  He would suffer a violent death yet not a bone of 

His body would be broken.  He would be humble and just, yet despised and rejected.  And again 

and again, we see the same common theme: this Messiah would come to bring salvation.  And 

then, when the time that God had appointed had finally arrived He sent forth His Son. 

When we think of the baby Jesus, wrapped up in swaddling clothes and lying in a 

manger, we get a mental image in our heads of an infant child who has just been born.  But Paul 

reminds us that that little babe lying in the manger was so much more than that.  Far more than 

just a baby who had been born, this child was the Son of God, sent forth into this world to fulfill 

His mission to bring salvation to us all. 

But He was also a baby.  Born of a woman, taking on human flesh and blood and more 

than that, taking the place of a human under the curse and condemnation of God’s law.  Paul 

reminds us why Christmas is so very important because on Christmas we see the Son of God 

being sent forth but also clothed in human nature.  True God and true man.  Not only had God 

waited for thousands of years for precisely the right moment to send the Savior, but He also sent 

precisely the right Savior.  Jesus had to take on human flesh so that He could redeem us. 

Paul uses that word, “redeem,” here.  And we get the sense that if you asked the Apostle 

Paul what Christmas was all about, he might sum it all up with that one word, “redemption.”  It’s 

not a word we use that often in our day to day life.  Really, the only example I can think of is 

when we say we redeem a coupon or winning lottery ticket and get the money to get the money 
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that it represents.  But that’s not the sense of the word that Paul is trying to communicate to us.  

What Paul means by redeem is to purchase something back.  The problem is that we don’t use 

that definition with that word anymore. 

Or at least that’s what I thought before I spent the summer of 2012 serving at our sister 

church in Woodside, a neighborhood in downtown Queens, New York City.  There was a spot I 

loved to park my car overnight.  Right down in front of my apartment, nobody ever took it 

because from 8:00AM until 8:00PM it was a loading zone and you’d get towed if you were 

parked there.  But I was always out of there by 8:00AM so it wasn’t a problem.  Until the day I 

got back to move it at 8:13 and saw it heading the street on the back of a tow truck. 

So I hiked to the impound lot and when I got there they told me good news, they had my 

car.  And then they told me the bad news, it was now their car.  I was handed a slip that showed 

that it would remain their car unless I had the money to redeem it: $300.  I paid the price for my 

car and the lady behind the counter reached over and stamped this giant stamp onto my slip.  

And there it was in big red capital letters REDEEMED. 

That’s why Jesus came into this world on that very first Christmas.  He came to redeem 

you.  He came to buy you back from your slavery to sin and your slavery to the curse of the law.  

And in order to do that He had to be born, become a human being so that He would be under the 

law with the same obligation to fulfill it and keep it that you and I have.  But He also had to be 

true God, so that He could keep it and fulfill it perfectly.  He did that, and He did it for you.  But 

even though Jesus kept the law perfectly, from that day that Mary gave birth to Him and laid him 

down in that manger to the day He stood on trial before Pontius Pilate; even though He never 

once sinned, you did and so did I. 

And so that baby that those shepherds came to see that night, was not going to have a 

normal life.  He had not come to live out a long, productive life as a carpenter.  He was sent to 

die, to pay the price for my sins, and for yours.  And so in order to do that He had to be born, 

become a human being so that there was a person there, a human life that could be ended.  

Because that was the price that had to be paid to buy us back from that slavery to sin.  And yet 

He still had to be true God as well, so that His life which He offered up wouldn’t just pay the 

price for your sins or for mine but for all of ours.  

When the time had fully come, God sent His Son, born of a woman, born under law, 

to redeem those under the law.  The perfect Savior, at the perfect moment, sent to redeem us.  

Why?  So that we might receive adoption as sons and daughters of God. 

You ask people what they think Christmas is all about and a lot of them will tell you that 

Christmas is about family.  In ways they may not entirely understand, they’re absolutely right, 

aren’t they?  Christmas is about Jesus coming into this world as the Savior who would bring us 

adoption into God’s family.  And exactly what He did.  That baby boy grew up, always keeping 

the law perfectly for us.  And then He offered up His life for us on the cross.  So now, when God 

the Father looks at our ledger in the book, over the list of our sins in bright, bold, blood-red 

letters it says REDEEMED.   

That is what Christmas means for you.  It’s the day God sent His Son into this world to 

make you a blood-bought, redeemed child of God.  May God bless your celebration of that day 

today, tomorrow, and always.  Amen. 


